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Name: Joseph Sherwood Harvard, III 

Home of Residence: Durham, North Carolina 

Occupation: Retired Presbyterian Pastor in Durham NC 

Hometown: Jacksonville, FL   Call-by Name: Joe 

Spouse: Carlisle    Children: Rebecca Harvard Barnes; Joseph Bankston Harvard 

Church Affiliation: Covenant Presbyterian Church, Durham, NC 

Presbytery: New Hope    Synod: Mid-Atlantic 

Volunteer/Church Activities: Interfaith Hurricane Relief Task Force in Durham County; Board of the Forest 

at Duke University; President of Durham Congregations in Action; Board of Directors of Durham Regional 

Hospital; Chair, Community Services Committee; Board of the Kenan Institute for Ethics at Duke and the 

Duke University Health Systems Community Advisory Board; active in the Urban Ministry program of the 

PCUSA; Durham Branch of NAACP; Co-Chair of the Racial Understanding Committee, Board of Directors of 

Habitat for Humanity of Durham County. 
 

Education History: B.A.—Presbyterian College; B.D.—Columbia Theological Seminary; Graduate Study in 

Theology/Bible—University of Basel; S.T.M.—Yale University Divinity School; Merrill Fellowship—Harvard 

University; Campbell Scholar (2001) - Columbia Theological Seminary 

Hobbies/Interests: travel, history, grand-parenting and basketball fan 

Personal Biographical Summary 

Joe Harvard served as the pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Durham, North Carolina for 33 years  

before retiring in May, 2013. Previously he served congregations in Atlanta, GA; Tallahassee, FL; and         

Louisville, KY. Joe is active in the Durham community having served on numerous boards and having been 

involved in many organizations. Joe is a graduate of Columbia Theological  Seminary, formerly served on the 

Board of Trustees and was chair of the committee that called Laura Mendenhall as the 8th president of CTS. 

He received the Distinguished Service Award from CTS in 2008. He was introduced into the Order of the 

Long Leaf Pine by the Governor of North Carolina in 2013. 

Joe and Carlisle celebrated their 50th anniversary in August 2014. She directed the International Program at 

Duke University for 21 years. They have two children and three granddaughters. Joe is an avid basketball fan. 



 

Journey of Faith  

Joseph Harvard  

How do we become who we are? This question has been on my mind since my retirement. As I  

reflect on my life and my vocation as a pastor in the Presbyterian Church, it has become clear to  

me that I am who I am because of the communities of faith who have supported me, shaped me, 

corrected me, and loved me. I have been surrounded by "a great cloud of witnesses" who have ena-

bled me to run this race. My intention in retirement is to visit each of these communities to express 

my profound gratitude for what they have given to me.  

 

My faith journey began with parents who loved me and took me as an infant in 1941 to the Live 

Oak Presbyterian Church in North Florida to be baptised. Every step of the way since then, I have 

been in the company of people who have taught me how to be a disciple of Jesus Christ by word 

and deed. My father was a teaching elder and my mother was a ruling elder in the Presbyterian 

Church, and they served as inspiring mentors for me. Along the way there have been so many other 

colleagues, friends, and strangers who have enriched my life by encouraging and challenging me to 

be a faithful witness to the Gospel. I am particularly grateful to Carlisle Harvard, my wife for     

almost 50 years whose love, support and encouragement contribute so much to this journey. 

  

I can testify that as John Donne reminded us, none of us is an island, a self-made man or woman. 

We are all created in the image of God and able to reflect the presence of God in us through the  

nurture of God's people. This is the manner in which God's grace has been manifested over and over 

again in my life. I have served churches in Louisville, Kentucky; Tallahassee, Florida, Atlanta, 

Georgia, and for the past 33 years, I have been pastor of the First Presbyterian Church in Durham. 

  

Frederich Buechener once wrote, "The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness 

and the world's deep hunger meet." In the 47 years since my ordination at the Forest Lake          

Presbyterian Church in Columbia, South Carolina, I have found these words to be true. I consider 

myself blessed to have been able to do something I felt called to do and I loved doing. What a gift! I 

am looking forward to discovering what God has in store for me in the days ahead. I thank God for 

the privilege of being a part of God's reconciling work in the world and for the joy of serving Christ 

and his church with you.  


